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__________________________________________________________

_______                                                                                   Pastor Scott Velain         

 

Matthew Chapter 18c And 19a 

 

Last week during our study into Matthew chapter 18 we spoke about 

who it is that is the greatest in heaven and we also spoke about 

temptations to sin and the implications that come along with sin and the 

fact that the biblical definition of sin is the transgression of the law. And 

we also concentrated on the fact that our Messiah tells us in Matthew 

chapter 18 verse seven that it is necessary that temptations come but woe 

to the one by whom the temptation comes. And of course, this is where 

our Messiah tells us that if your hand or if your foot causes you to sin 

it’s better to cut it off and to throw it away because it’s better for you to 

enter life crippled or lame than with two hands or 2 feet and be thrown 

into eternal fire. 

 

And as we spoke about these things, we made mention of how important 

it is to humble ourselves before our Father in heaven so that we can 

come before him like children. We must remember that the very first 

thing that we see in Matthew chapter 18 is our Messiah calling a child to 

himself and then putting that child in the midst of the crowd and 

pointing to that child and telling us that unless we turn and become like 

children, we will never enter the kingdom of heaven. 

 

And I would submit to you that this teaching that our Messiah is giving 

to us is incredibly important because the truth of the matter is, that if you 

were to read the Bible to a first grade schoolboy… and you were to read 

it to him in plain English… and I’m not talking about 16th-century 

Shakespearean language… but in plain English… Or in a language that 
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he could understand, chances are excellent that that first grade schoolboy 

would better understand the Scriptures than the church today by and 

large understands the Scriptures. 

 

If you were to start from the beginning of the Bible in the book of 

Genesis and you were to read the Bible in plain English to a first grade 

schoolboy, chances are excellent that he would understand more than 

what today’s seminary graduates with two years of philosophy training 

would understand. And why is that? 

 

It’s because the Bible was written for children. God’s children. The 

Bible was written for the common man and the common woman. The 

Bible was never meant to be just for seminary students or just for 

philosophy majors. The Bible was written in a very plain language for a 

very simple people to understand the very simple truth. (scrn 1 show 

only) 

 

 
 

King Solomon said it best when he said and I quote, “the end of the 

matter all has been heard. Fear God and keep his commandments for this 
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is the whole duty of man. 

 

Understanding the Bible is intrinsically just that simple. Fear God and 

keep his commandments. We must understand that just as John tells us 

in first John chapter 5 verse three, the love of God is that we keep his 

commandments and that his commandments are not burdensome to us. 

It’s just that simple. The problem is everyone wants to be a philosopher. 

Everyone wants to find something shiny and new. Everyone wants to 

seem smarter and wiser and more intelligent and more gifted than the 

next fellow. But the honest truth of the matter is that if we would humble 

ourselves as children before our Father in heaven, he would give us the 

knowledge that we need to understand his God breathed Scripture. The 

reason that most of us find it difficult to understand the Scriptures is 

because we have been conveniently preprogrammed by the world and its 

denominational empires to think the way that they want us to think and 

to walk the way that they want us to walk and to talk the way that they 

want us to talk. We must remember that it is Yehovah God himself that is 

indeed the author of this life-giving book that explains his unfolding 

plan of salvation for us. 

 

And I want to stop right here for just a moment, and I would like to 

ask… If you were to go to Barnes & Noble or if you were to go to 

Amazon and you were to purchase a book… any book, on any topic… 

and you wanted to know more about that book and what was written in 

that book… who would you go to? Where would you find the best 

information about that book? 

 

The answer to that question is simple… you would go to the author of 

the book. Does that make sense? Of course it does. But how many times, 

when we sit down to read our Bibles, and maybe we get confused about 

one thing or another… do we go to the author? What do people normally 

do when they don’t understand something that they read in their Bibles? 

They run to a pastor… they run to a priest… they run to a rabbi… they 

run to a Pope… and they keep on running around like a chicken with its 

head cut off without ever thinking… to run to the author. 
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My friends, we can teach the Bible all day long… but if we are not 

teaching our brothers and sisters to turn to the author of the book then 

we are teaching nothing at all. It’s not about what we say, it’s not about 

what I say, it’s about what the author of the book says. And the very first 

place that we should go when we have a question about the Bible is to 

the author of the Bible. And if we go to the author of the Bible and we 

ask him for the answers to the questions that we have, he will then either 

answer the question himself so that you understand it, or he will send 

you to the proper person to help you understand it. But if we never go to 

the author of the book and ask him for the answers to our questions 

concerning the book that he wrote… then were never going to get the 

answers that we are seeking because we are going to continuously be 

knocking on the wrong door. And when we knock on the wrong door, we 

get the wrong answer from the wrong people. 

 

And so therefore, when we have a question about what we’re reading 

within the confines of our God breathed Scripture, the very first place 

that we need to go is to our knees. Ask the author first. And whether he 

answers you directly or whether he sends you to someone who has the 

answer, you can rest assured that the answer that you been given is the 

proper one because you knocked on the right door the first time. 

 

Humbling ourselves as children isn’t always easy in a world full of 

narcissism and vanity. 

 

You know, my wife used to get on me all the time when I would just try 

and figure out how to get somewhere without looking at a map. She used 

to get so mad at me because I would never refer back to the map. And 

sometimes it would take us an hour to get to a restaurant that was only 

10 minutes away but because I refuse to listen… I wound up burning 

about ½ tank of gas in order to get to a restaurant that was only about 10 

minutes away. 

 

Now that might sound a little bit like an exaggeration, and I will admit 
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that maybe it is to some degree… but…. I say all of that to say this… we 

are much like the house of Israel was when they were wandering in the 

wilderness. If you were to draw a straight line from Mount Sinai to the 

promised land where Israel is today it would become very evident to you 

that it would only have taken about a year to get from Mount Sinai to the 

promised land. But the house of Israel wound up wandering in the desert 

for 40 years because they refused to look at the map. 

 

You see our Father in heaven had already mapped out everything for 

them. The problem is that they couldn’t find the key to the map. Every 

map has a key at the bottom of the page. It tells you which way is N. 

Which Way is S. Which Way is east and which way is west and how far 

things are and how to get there. The Bible in of itself is indeed a map 

that leads us to everlasting life. The key to the map is obedience. And 

because the house of Israel was not obedient… they burned a proverbial 

half a tank of gas in order to get to a restaurant that was only 10 minutes 

away. My hope is that you understand what I’m trying to say here this 

morning. 

 

You see it has always been about humbling ourselves as children. Once 

we humble ourselves as children and we relinquish the idea that we are 

our own gods… the shekels begin to fall off of our eyes and our ears 

become unplugged. The very reason that the majority of people cannot 

understand the Bible today is because they don’t humble themselves and 

the last thing that they want to be burdened with…  I obedience. But 

even the apostle John tells us that if God’s commandments are still a 

burden to us… then we have no love for God. Because the biblical 

definition of the love of God is that we keep his commandments and 

they’re not burdensome to us. 

 

And once again… I hope I haven’t confused anyone here this morning, 

but I want to make sure that were hammering this home properly 

because our first stop when we have any questions about the Bible 

should be to go to the author of the Bible. 
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In the fourth chapter of the book of Ephesians we are told that he gave 

the apostles and the prophets and the evangelists pastors and the teachers 

to equip the saints for the work of ministry and for building up the body 

of our Messiah so that we may no longer be children tossed to and fro by 

the waves and carried about by every wind of doctrine and by human 

cunning and by craftiness and deceitful schemes. And this is indeed true. 

 

But those apostles and prophets and evangelists and pastors and teachers 

should be pointing the saints back to our Father in heaven just as our 

Messiah pointed the saints back to our Father in heaven, just like the 

apostles pointed the saints back to our Father in heaven. If we are not 

pointing our brothers and sisters back to our Father in heaven who is the 

author of the book… then we are doing him nor ourselves any service at 

all whatsoever. 

 

And so, I just wanted to clarify that before we move forward here in 

Matthew chapter 18. Here at Holy Impact Ministries, we have one major 

rule. We don’t run around making a lot of man-made rules and a lot of 

man-made doctrines and theologies and philosophies. But… we do have 

one rule. And that rule is to never say that Pastor Scott Velain said this… 

or that Pastor Scott Velain said that when attempting to teach someone 

the Bible or the Scriptures. 

 

When I’m talking to somebody about Scripture and the Bible and they 

keep telling me that pastor Billy Bob said this or that pastor Joe Bob 

says that… I immediately know that the person that I’m talking to has no 

idea what they’re talking about. I immediately know that the person that 

I’m talking to has not read the book for themselves. They’ve simply 

been programmed by pastor Joe Bob. 

 

When we teach the Bible and the Scriptures to anyone… we should 

never say that Rabbi Joe Bob says this or that Pope Gregory says that, or 

that pastor Buford says the other. What we should be able to say is that 

the Bible says this or that the Bible says that or that the Bible says the 

other. And if you cannot say that the Bible says something… then you 



7 

are not qualified to teach and should not be teaching. 

 

How many times have you heard a pastor standing behind a pulpit 

telling you what Calvin said, or what Clement of Rome said or what 

Ignatius of Antioch said or what Clement said or what Irenaeus said, or 

what the writings of the rabbis have said or what the Pope has said? 

 

And I will admit that for historical purposes it may be relevant to bring 

up what someone else has said or what someone else has done. But 

when it comes to understanding the Scripture, we must understand that 

none of these men are the authors of the Bible. There is one author, there 

is one God, there is one Savior, and to put it bluntly… they ain’t it!  

 

And so, the bottom line is that we need apostles and we need prophets 

and we need evangelists we need pastors and teachers, but we also need 

to understand the twofold objective of these apostles and prophets and 

evangelists and shepherds and teachers. And that twofold objective is to 

equip the saints for the work of ministry by pointing them back to the 

Father because if we are properly turning our brothers and sisters back to 

our Father in heaven and his unfolding plan of salvation for us… our 

brothers and sisters will not be tossed to and fro by the waves and 

carried about by every wind of doctrine and by human cunning and by 

human craftiness and deceitful scheme. Do you see how that works? 

 

Our Messiah tells us here in Matthew chapter 18 to humble ourselves 

before our Father in heaven not to humble ourselves before some man. 

 

And if the information that we are getting from a brother or from a sister 

is pointing to a man rather than pointing to God… then we have a major 

problem on our hands. 

 

And so, before we move on this morning I would like to once again 

reiterate the importance of spending time on our knees where we belong. 

How does one humble himself or herself? We humble ourselves by 

getting down on our knees and prostrating ourselves before our Creator 
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who is the author of the book that we so desperately want and need to 

understand. 

 

I don’t ever want anyone to say that Pastor Scott Velain said this about 

the Bible so that’s the way it has to be. That’s simply not true. Once 

again, if we cannot say that the Bible says this or that the Bible says that 

and have the ability to show our brothers and sisters where the Bible 

says this or where the Bible says that… then we shouldn’t be teaching 

because we have not attained the knowledge that we need as of yet. And 

so, if I can teach nothing else this morning, I would like to teach that 

most tectonically important concept. It’s not about us. It’s about him and 

his unfolding plan of salvation for all of us. We must remember that it 

was vanity itself that had engulfed Lucifer and caused him to fall from 

heaven. Humbling ourselves like children is no small concept, it’s no 

small issue, and it should not be overlooked by any means. 

 

Keeping all of that in mind this morning… I’d like to go back to 

Matthew chapter 18 and I’d like to once again reread Matthew chapter 

18 just so that it’s fresh in our memories before we continue on. And so 

let’s open the books to Matthew chapter 18 and let’s once again reread 

through Matthew chapter 18 so that we can know exactly what it says 

and just as importantly what it does not say. Matthew chapter 18 E1 

 

Who Is the Greatest? 

Mat 18:1  At that time the disciples came to Jesus, saying, “Who is the 

greatest in the kingdom of heaven?”  

Mat 18:2  And calling to him a child, he put him in the midst of them  

Mat 18:3  and said, “Truly, I say to you, unless you turn and become like 

children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.  

Mat 18:4  Whoever humbles himself like this child is the greatest in the 

kingdom of heaven.  

Mat 18:5  “Whoever receives one such child in my name receives me,  

Mat 18:6  but whoever causes one of these little ones who believe in me to 

sin, it would be better for him to have a great millstone fastened around his 

neck and to be drowned in the depth of the sea.  

Temptations to Sin 
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Mat 18:7  “Woe to the world for temptations to sin! For it is necessary that 

temptations come, but woe to the one by whom the temptation comes!  

Mat 18:8  And if your hand or your foot causes you to sin, cut it off and 
throw it away. It is better for you to enter life crippled or lame than with two 

hands or two feet to be thrown into the eternal fire.  

Mat 18:9  And if your eye causes you to sin, tear it out and throw it away. It 

is better for you to enter life with one eye than with two eyes to be thrown 

into the hell of fire.  

The Parable of the Lost Sheep 

Mat 18:10  “See that you do not despise one of these little ones. For I tell 

you that in heaven their angels always see the face of my Father who is in 

heaven.  

Mat 18:12  What do you think? If a man has a hundred sheep, and one of 
them has gone astray, does he not leave the ninety-nine on the mountains 

and go in search of the one that went astray?  

Mat 18:13  And if he finds it, truly, I say to you, he rejoices over it more 

than over the ninety-nine that never went astray.  

Mat 18:14  So it is not the will of my Father who is in heaven that one of 

these little ones should perish.  

If Your Brother Sins Against You 

Mat 18:15  “If your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault, 
between you and him alone. If he listens to you, you have gained your 

brother.  

Mat 18:16  But if he does not listen, take one or two others along with you, 

that every charge may be established by the evidence of two or three 

witnesses.  

Mat 18:17  If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church. And if he 
refuses to listen even to the church, let him be to you as a Gentile and a tax 

collector.  

Mat 18:18  Truly, I say to you, whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in 

heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.  

Mat 18:19  Again I say to you, if two of you agree on earth about anything 

they ask, it will be done for them by my Father in heaven.  

Mat 18:20  For where two or three are gathered in my name, there am I 

among them.”  

The Parable of the Unforgiving Servant 

Mat 18:21  Then Peter came up and said to him, “Lord, how often will my 

brother sin against me, and I forgive him? As many as seven times?”  

Mat 18:22  Jesus said to him, “I do not say to you seven times, but seventy-
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seven times.  

Mat 18:23  “Therefore the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king 

who wished to settle accounts with his servants.  

Mat 18:24  When he began to settle, one was brought to him who owed him 

ten thousand talents.  

Mat 18:25  And since he could not pay, his master ordered him to be sold, 

with his wife and children and all that he had, and payment to be made.  

Mat 18:26  So the servant fell on his knees, imploring him, ‘Have patience 

with me, and I will pay you everything.’  

Mat 18:27  And out of pity for him, the master of that servant released him 

and forgave him the debt.  

Mat 18:28  But when that same servant went out, he found one of his fellow 

servants who owed him a hundred denarii, and seizing him, he began to 

choke him, saying, ‘Pay what you owe.’  

Mat 18:29  So his fellow servant fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have 

patience with me, and I will pay you.’  

Mat 18:30  He refused and went and put him in prison until he should pay 

the debt.  

Mat 18:31  When his fellow servants saw what had taken place, they were 

greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their master all that had 

taken place.  

Mat 18:32  Then his master summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked 

servant! I forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me.  

Mat 18:33  And should not you have had mercy on your fellow servant, as I 

had mercy on you?’  

Mat 18:34  And in anger his master delivered him to the jailers, until he 

should pay all his debt.  

Mat 18:35  So also my heavenly Father will do to every one of you, if you 
do not forgive your brother from your heart.”  

 

I so love the book of Matthew because Matthew himself speaks very 

little throughout the book of Matthew. The majority of the book of 

Matthew is simply the red letter spoken words of our Messiah and that’s 

the beauty of the book of Matthew. Matthew rarely injects his own point 

of view without showing us where he gets that point of view. Instead of 

Matthew attempting to explain everything to us, Matthew is avidly 

teaching us by showing us what our Messiah has already said. And this 

is one of the things that I love about the book of Matthew. 
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Have you ever sat in a church pew and listened to some guy ramble on 

for close to an hour without even mentioning one single Scripture? This 

to me is like fingernails on a chalkboard. And I hope it’s that way for 

you as well. Keeping that in mind… I’d like to concentrate on Matthew 

chapter 18 verses 15 through 20 where our Messiah teaches us how to 

handle a brother who sins against us. 

 

The first thing that I’d like to make mention of is how it is that a brother 

sins against us. There are several ways that a brother might sin against 

us. He might steal from us, he might lie to us, he might backbite or be 

slanderous or any number of things, but these are not the only ways that 

a brother might sin against us. If someone calls themselves a 

“brother”… and they are living outside of the commandment of our 

Father in heaven, then it is written that we are not to even eat with such a 

person. And to better clarify this I’d like for us to take a quick look at 

first Corinthians chapter 5 verses nine through 13 E2 

 

1Co 5:9  I wrote to you in my letter not to associate with sexually immoral 

people—  

1Co 5:10  not at all meaning the sexually immoral of this world, or the 

greedy and swindlers, or idolaters, since then you would need to go out of 

the world.  

1Co 5:11  But now I am writing to you not to associate with anyone who 
bears the name of brother if he is guilty of sexual immorality or greed, or is 

an idolater, reviler, drunkard, or swindler—not even to eat with such a one.  

1Co 5:12  For what have I to do with judging outsiders? Is it not those inside 

the church whom you are to judge?  

1Co 5:13  God judges those outside. “Purge the evil person from among 

you.”  
 

It’s important to understand exactly what our Messiah was talking about 

when he said “if your brother sins against you”. The apostle Paul 

explains to us very clearly here in first Corinthians chapter 5 that we are 

not to judge the world because God judges the world. But… we are to 

judge those who call themselves brothers and sisters who are within the 

body. And the apostle Paul tells us very clearly that we are not to 

associate with anyone who bears the name of brother if he is guilty of 
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sexual immorality or greed or is an idolater reveler a drunkard or a 

swindler and that we are not to even eat with such a person. The apostle 

Paul tells us very clearly in first Corinthians chapter 5 verse 12 that we 

have nothing to do with judging outsiders. But it is those inside the 

assembly that we are to judge. 

 

And so, this really does shed another whole light on what our Messiah 

was talking about when he said “if your brother sins against you”. We 

must remember that if a brother or a sister is transgressing the law while 

claiming to be part of the assembly… they are indeed transgressing 

against not only our Father in heaven and his only begotten Son but us 

as well because we are indeed one with him. And what affects one of us 

affects all of us. And this is exactly why whole nations have been 

punished by our Father in heaven because of the actions of one King. 

 

Our Father in heaven knows that the people have the power to rebel 

against Kings and Queens and presidents and prime ministers. And if the 

people do not rise up and rebel against a sinful King… then the people 

are just as guilty as the king. 

 

And so, when a brother or a sister goes off the rails and we know that 

they are continuously transgressing the commandment of our Father in 

heaven, and we have gone to him and told him his fault and he has 

rejected us… we are to then take one or two others along with us and 

confront them. And if they still reject us, we are to then tell the rest of 

the assembly and if that person will still not listen then we as an 

assembly are to set that person outside of the assembly and we are not to 

even eat or drink with that brother or that sister. And there is good reason 

for this. 

 

Once again it is written that a little leaven leavens the whole lump. In 

other words, a little sin will spread like yeast throughout the assembly if 

left unchecked. And this is why it is extremely important that we do not 

continuously allow people who are walking in sin and transgressing the 

commandment of our Father in heaven to be part of the assembly. When 
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we walk out the door into the world, we represent not only our Father in 

heaven and his only begotten Son, but we also represent the rest of our 

assembly. We are indeed ambassadors of Yehovah God himself. And if 

we act badly on the world stage, that bad action does indeed reflect on 

the rest of the assembly. 

 

Sin and transgression has never been allowed to go unchecked within 

God’s assembly. When we read through the Torah which is the first five 

books of the Bible, we can clearly see our Father in heaven weeding out 

the rabble-rousers and those who were continuously rebelling against 

Moses and Aaron because by rebelling against Moses and Aaron they 

were indeed rebelling against God himself. And their rabble rousing and 

their defiance of God if left unchecked would lead to others rabble 

rousing and defined God. 

 

And so, when we read in Matthew chapter 18 verse 15 about these 

instructions that our Messiah gives us concerning when our brother sins 

against us… we need to understand what that means. And we need to 

understand the reason why we don’t want sinners within our assembly. 

And this can be an extremely difficult pill for a lot of modern-day 

Christians today to swallow. 

 

Most modern-day Christians are only familiar with one Scripture and 

that one Scripture is usually “judge not lest you be judged”. And so, 

because they have been taught wrongly by those who also do not 

understand the Scripture, they too have been led to believe that we as 

Christians are not to judge. But for those of us who read the book for 

ourselves, we know without a doubt that this is not the case. Just as we 

have clearly read in first Corinthians chapter 5, Paul tells us very clearly 

that we are not to judge the world but that we are to judge those who are 

in the assembly. Those who call themselves brother or sister are to be 

judged by their brothers and sisters. 

 

The only time that you should be concerned about judging a brother or a 

sister is if you are doing the same thing that they are doing. If they are 
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gambling their money away and sitting at a bar drinking themselves into 

oblivion and you are sitting in the seat right next to them… then you 

have no right to judge them because you yourself are doing the same 

thing. And this is exactly why in Matthew chapter 7 our Messiah asks 

that all-important question… “Why do you see the speck that is in your 

brother’s eye but do not notice the log that is in your own eye?”. 

 

Before we judge anyone else, we need to take a long look in the mirror 

to be sure that we are not guilty of committing the exact same 

transgression ourselves. 

 

First John chapter 4 verse one tells us to test the spirits to see whether 

they are from God because many false prophets have gone out into the 

world. What is testing? How do we test the spirits to know if someone is 

a true prophet or a false prophet? We must judge them justly in order to 

know whether they are a true prophet or a false prophet. If we do not 

judge, then false prophets will be allowed to go unabated and wreak 

havoc all throughout the assembly. In order to better understand these 

things, I’d like to go back to first Corinthians chapter 5 and read 

verses one through 13 E3 

 

Sexual Immorality Defiles the Church 

1Co 5:1  It is actually reported that there is sexual immorality among you, 

and of a kind that is not tolerated even among pagans, for a man has his 

father's wife.  

1Co 5:2  And you are arrogant! Ought you not rather to mourn? Let him who 

has done this be removed from among you.  

1Co 5:3  For though absent in body, I am present in spirit; and as if present, 

I have already pronounced judgment on the one who did such a thing.  

1Co 5:4  When you are assembled in the name of the Lord Jesus and my 

spirit is present, with the power of our Lord Jesus,  

1Co 5:5  you are to deliver this man to Satan for the destruction of the 

flesh, so that his spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord.  

1Co 5:6  Your boasting is not good. Do you not know that a little leaven 

leavens the whole lump?  

1Co 5:7  Cleanse out the old leaven that you may be a new lump, as you 
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really are unleavened. For Christ, our Passover lamb, has been sacrificed.  

1Co 5:8  Let us therefore celebrate the festival, not with the old leaven, the 

leaven of malice and evil, but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and 

truth.  

1Co 5:9  I wrote to you in my letter not to associate with sexually immoral 

people—  

1Co 5:10  not at all meaning the sexually immoral of this world, or the 
greedy and swindlers, or idolaters, since then you would need to go out of 

the world.  

1Co 5:11  But now I am writing to you not to associate with anyone who 

bears the name of brother if he is guilty of sexual immorality or greed, or is 

an idolater, reviler, drunkard, or swindler—not even to eat with such a one.  

1Co 5:12  For what have I to do with judging outsiders? Is it not those inside 

the church whom you are to judge?  

1Co 5:13  God judges those outside. “Purge the evil person from among 

you.”  
 

And so, here in first Corinthians chapter 5 we have a man who obviously 

calls himself a brother who has stolen his father’s wife. This obviously is 

a sin… a transgression of the law that Paul is highly concerned with but 

Paul is not only angry with the man who committed this sin. Paul is also 

angry with the assembly for not properly judging this man and setting 

him outside of the assembly. 

 

Paul tells us very clearly in first Corinthians chapter 5 verse three that he 

has already pronounced judgment on the one who did such a thing. And 

so, if it is a sin to judge of brother or a sister… then I would submit to 

you that the apostle Paul has just sinned right here in first Corinthians 

chapter 5. 

 

In the end what needs to be understood is that we as an assembly are 

indeed held accountable for the behavior of the assembly. Our Father in 

heaven does not only judge us individually, but he also judges us 

corporately. And we see instances of this riddled all throughout the 

Bible. Let’s turn to first Corinthians chapter 6 verses one through six 

E4 
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1Co 6:1  When one of you has a grievance against another, does he dare go 

to law before the unrighteous instead of the saints?  

1Co 6:2  Or do you not know that the saints will judge the world? And if the 

world is to be judged by you, are you incompetent to try trivial cases?  

1Co 6:3  Do you not know that we are to judge angels? How much more, 

then, matters pertaining to this life!  

1Co 6:4  So if you have such cases, why do you lay them before those who 

have no standing in the church?  

1Co 6:5  I say this to your shame. Can it be that there is no one among you 

wise enough to settle a dispute between the brothers,  

1Co 6:6  but brother goes to law against brother, and that before 
unbelievers?  

 

Once again, the ability to judge one another becomes paramount when 

understanding that we are all indeed “one”. We are one with another. If 

there is a cancer among us, that cancer must be eradicated before it 

spreads. And just as the apostle Paul tells us here in first Corinthians 

chapter 6 it will be us that judges the world, and the time is soon coming 

when we will even judge angels. Therefore… we must understand how 

important it is to settle our differences within the assembly amongst 

ourselves. And we must understand how important it is to remove sin 

from our assemblies when we see it so that it does not grow like a rabid 

cancer throughout the whole assembly. 

 

And there is another whole teaching that we could get into centered 

around judging and what it means to judge righteously. But the point that 

needs to be made here in Matthew chapter 18 is that our Messiah gives 

us the proper formula for weeding out sinful people from amongst our 

assemblies. And just as the apostle Paul has already told us… our 

Messiah tells us in Matthew chapter 18 verse 17 that if a brother refuses 

to listen to the assembly then he is to be treated as a Gentile and a tax 

collector which is exactly what the apostle Paul just got done telling us 

in first Corinthians when he told us not to even eat with such a one. 

 

And so, this teaching that we find in Matthew chapter 18 verses 15 

through 20 is indeed an important teaching for us to sit up and to take 

notice of. And by the same token… I would also like to make sure that 
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we are not twisting this teaching and contorting it into something that is 

not. 

 

Our Messiah is not telling us to spy upon one another. Our Messiah is 

not telling us to continuously point our fingers at each other. Our 

Messiah is not telling us to walk around with our chest puffed up 

thinking that we are more holy than we are. He’s simply telling us that if 

we see sin and transgression going on within the assembly, that we are to 

deal with it by judging justly. And how do we judge justly? We judge not 

by what is just in our own eyes… but we judge by what is just in our 

Father’s eyes. It is by his word that we are to judge one another. It is not 

by our own word that we are to judge one another. 

 

And so, these things are extremely important to understand when 

reading through these teachings that our Messiah is laying out before us 

here in Matthew chapter 18. Which leads us very nicely into the parable 

of the unforgiving servant. 

 

In Matthew chapter 18 verse 21 Peter comes to our Messiah and he asks 

him how often will my brother sin against me and I will forgive him? 

Peter asks… as many as seven times? And Yeshua answers him and said 

and I quote, “I do not say to you seven times, but 77 times. And I’d like 

to stop right here again for just a moment so that we can think about 

what our Messiah just told Peter. 

 

We know what to do if a brother refuses to listen to us and refuses to 

listen to the assembly. We are to set him outside of the assembly. But 

what if this brother knows what he has done is wrong and he confesses 

his wrongdoing and repents? If a brother realizes what he was doing was 

wrong and he confesses that sin to us and repents from that sin… then 

there is no need to set him outside of the assembly. 

 

We must remember that we were all born sinners. We were born directly 

in the line of Adam who willfully and intentionally high handedly sinned 

against God by stealing from God. And because we ourselves have 
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indeed sinned and transgressed the law of God ourselves… and because 

we have been forgiven by him… we are now obligated to forgive others. 

And this also is a very hard pill for many modern-day Christians to 

swallow. 

 

Have you ever known a Christian to walk around with a grudge? I’m 

sure you’ve never seen that before. Have you ever known someone to 

carry around a grudge like luggage? We have no right not to forgive 

someone who has repented. We ourselves have been guilty of sin in the 

past and we ourselves have been forgiven free of charge. And therefore, 

we have no right to hold grudges against others who have sinned against 

us and have repented. It’s just that simple. And this is exactly what the 

parable of the unforgiving servant found right here in Matthew chapter 

18 is all about. 

 

This one man owed the King 10,000 talents. And because he could not 

pay… the king ordered him to be sold along with his wife and his 

children and all that they had and the payment was to be made. 

 

But when the servant fell on his knees and repented the king released the 

servant and forgave his debt. And then what happened? 

 

That same servant who was forgiven of his debt began choking someone 

else that owed a debt to him. And he even went so far as to put the 

person that owed him in prison. 

 

And of course, when the king had heard of this cruel and unusual 

punishment, he took the unforgiving servant and threw him into prison 

until his debt was paid. And this is exactly how it’s going to work at the 

end of the age. 

 

If we want to be forgiven of our transgressions… then we have no right 

not to forgive our brothers and sisters of their transgressions. Once 

again, just as we have said before… you cannot judge someone else for 

doing something that you are guilty of doing. Before we can take the 
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speck out of our brother’s eye we must remove the log that is in our own 

eye so that we are not guilty of being hypocrites. 

 

And this once again all goes directly back to narcissism and vanity. 

When we become puffed up within ourselves thinking that we have the 

right to point the finger at someone else we need to be very careful. And 

before we point the finger at anyone else and decide that we’re not going 

to forgive them of their transgressions, we need to take a long hard look 

in the mirror and remember the King who forgave our transgressions. 

 

Our Messiah tells us to pick up our cross and follow him and to walk as 

he walked and to do as he did. What did our Messiah do? He died for the 

transgressions of the world. We also should be looking for a way to 

forgive. We should not be looking for a way to condemn, but to save. 

And if we are ever going to be like our Messiah… we must always put 

compassion first. Where sin abounds… grace abounds more. 

 

And with that being said as we close the books for this seventh day 

Sabbath I will do as I always do, and ask that you take these things to 

your prayer closet and bow your head and bend your knee and face the 

holy promised land of Jerusalem and ask in the name of Yeshua 

Hamashiach if what you have heard here this morning be true or not. 

 

Ask, seek, and knock on his door and on his door alone so that the 

proper door can be opened to you. And if you will do that, and if you 

will stay the course to the end, you and I will surely walk through the 

gates of his soon coming kingdom together. 


