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------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

                                                                                                                                                                                      Pastor Scott Velain 

Leviticus Chapter 5 

The Guilt Sacrifice 

 

Before we actually move into Leviticus chapter 5 here this evening, I think itôs important to 

understand that Leviticus chapter 5 is directly connected to Leviticus chapter 4. The ñsin 

offeringò of Leviticus chapter 4 that we also know more correctly as the ñpurification offeringò 

extends into Leviticus chapter 5 clear down to verse 14. But once we get to Leviticus chapter 

15, we are then introduced to a new offering called the ñashamò or the ñguilt offeringò, which 

will once again reveal another whole category of unintentional sin that could be atoned for 

through this unique ñguilt offeringò. 

 

If we will remember correctly the ñkhat-tawthò (chattath) or the ñsin offeringò (better 

understood as the purification offering) was the first sacrificial offering that actually dealt with 

the atonement of sin. We were first introduced in chapter 1 of the book of Leviticus to the burnt 

offering. Then in Leviticus chapter 2 we were introduced to the grain offering. In Leviticus 

chapter 3 we were introduced to the peace offering (also known as the ñshelemò offering). And 

up to that point none of these sacrificial offerings had anything to do with the atonement of sin. 

It wasnôt until we finally reached Leviticus chapter 4, that we finally found the sacrificial 

offering that dealt with the atonement of sin. And it is this particular sacrificial offering that 

actually deals with the atonement of sin that continues on in Leviticus chapter 5 up until verse 

15. 

 

Beginning in Leviticus chapter 5 verse 15 we will once again see a fifth type of sacrificial 

offering that will also deal with the atonement of sin but this particular category of sin will be a 

little bit different in that it will deal with a different classification of sin.  

 

And so, as we read through Leviticus chapter 5, I want us to pay close attention to what we 

are reading here during this study because there is much for us to glean from Leviticus chapter 

5. And so, with that being said letôs go ahead and move into Leviticus chapter 5 and letôs read 

Leviticus chapter 5 for ourselves so that we can see exactly what it says and just as 

importantlyé what it does not say. Leviticus chapter 5 E1 

 

Lev 5:1   ñIf anyone sins in that he hears a public adjuration to testify, and though he is 
a witness, whether he has seen or come to know the matter, yet does not speak, he shall 
bear his iniquity ;  

Lev 5:2  or if anyone touches an unclean thing, whether a carcass of an unclean wild 
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animal or a carcass of unclean livestock or a carcass of unclean swarming things, and it 
is hidden from him and he has become unclean, and he realizes his guilt;  

Lev 5:3  or if he touches human uncleanness, of whatever sort the uncleanness may be 
with which one becomes unclean, and it is hidden from him, when he comes to know it, 
and realizes his guilt;  

Lev 5:4  or if anyone utters with his lips a rash oath to do evil or to do good, any sort of 
rash oath that people swear, and it is hidd en from him, when he comes to know it, and 
he realizes his guilt in any of these;  

Lev 5:5  when he realizes his guilt in any of these and confesses the sin he has 
committed,   

Lev 5:6  he shall bring to the LORD as his compensation for the sin that he has 
committed,  a female from the flock, a lamb or a goat, for a sin offering . And the priest 
shall make atonement for him for his sin.  

Lev 5:7  ñBut if he cannot afford a lamb, then he shall bring to the LORD as his 
compensation for the sin that he has committed two turtledoves or two pigeons, one for 
a sin offering and the other for a burnt offering .  

Lev 5:8  He shall bring th em to the priest, who shall offer first the one for the sin 
offering . He shall wring its head from its neck but shall not sever it completely,  

Lev 5:9  and he shall sprinkle some of the blood of the sin offering  on the side of the 
altar, while the rest of  the blood shall be drained out at the base of the altar; it is a sin 
offering .  

Lev 5:10  Then he shall offer the second for a burnt offering  according to the rule. And 
the priest shall make atonement for him for the sin that he has committed, and he shall 
be forgiven.  

Lev 5:11  ñBut if he cannot afford two turtledoves or two pigeons, then he shall bring as 
his offering for the sin tha t he has committed a tenth of an ephah of fine flour for a sin 
offering . He shall put no oil on it and shall put no franki ncense on it, for it is a sin 
offering .  

Lev 5:12  And he shall bring it to the priest, and the priest shall take a handful of it as 
its memorial portion and burn this on the altar, on the LORD's food offerings; it is a sin 
offering .  

Lev 5:13  Thus the priest shall make atonement for him for the sin which he has 
committed  in any one of these things, and he shall be forgiven. And the remainder shall 
be for the priest, as in the grain offering.ò  

Lev 5:14  The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,  

Lev 5:15  ñIf anyone commits a breach of faith and sins unintentionally  in any of the 
holy things of the LORD, he shall bring to the LORD as his compensation, a ram 
without blemish out of the flock, valued in silver shekels, according to the shekel of the 
sanctuary, for a guilt offering.   

Lev 5:16  He shall also make restitution for what he has done amiss in the holy thing 
and shall add a fifth to it and give it to the priest.  And the priest shall make atonement 
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for him with the ram of the guilt offering , and he shall be forgiven.  

Lev 5:17  ñIf anyone sins, doing any of the things that by the LORD's commandments 
ought not to be done, though he did not know it, then realizes his guilt, he shall bear his 
iniquity.   

Lev 5:18  He shall bring to the priest a ram without blemish o ut of the flock, or its 
equivalent, for a guilt offer ing, and the priest shall make atonement for him for the 
mistake that he made unintentionally , and he shall be forgiven.  

Lev 5:19  It is a guilt offering ; he has indeed incurred guilt before the LORD.ò  
 

Once again, we see two different types of unintentional sin being dealt with here in Leviticus 

chapter 5. The major difference between the guilt offering and the sin offering was that the guilt 

offering was brought in cases where restitution for the sin was possible and therefore required. 

Therefore, in cases of theft and cheating and stolen property, whatever was stolen needed to be 

returned along with an indemnity fee. By contrast the sin offering was prescribed in cases of sin 

where no restitution was possible. And this is the difference between the sin offering (also 

known as the purification offering) and the guilt offering. 

 

Whatôs important to make mention of as we see these two different sacrificial offerings that 

deal with sin is the fact that our Father in heaven does indeed contrast one sin from another. Our 

Father in heaven is well aware of different kinds of sin and different classes of sin. And our 

Father in heaven has given different ways to atone for these different classes of sin. 

 

Today in our time in our Western thinking we simply think of sin as sin. And we think in our 

simple human minds that Yahovah does not rate sin from sin. Todayôs modern-day version of 

Christianity simply teaches that all sin is bad and no sin is greater than the other. Not so 

according to our God breed Scripture. Our Father in heaven is well aware of small infractions 

versus large infractions of his spoken word, and I want us to sit up and take notice of this fact as 

we read through the book of Leviticus and better understand these different classes of sin that 

are clearly classified by our Father in heaven. 

 

What we see in Leviticus chapter 5 verse oneé in the very first verse is the sin of NOT DOING 

what should be done. This can be better explained as a ñsin of omissionò. A sin that was 

committed from willfully and intentionally not doing something that we knew should have 

been done in the name of truth and righteousness. And according to our Father in heaven a 

person that willfully and intentionally does not do what is just and right in his eyes is also guilty 

of sin which is the transgression of his spoken word. A better understanding of Leviticus chapter 

5 verse one can be read in the Bible in Basic English version of the text. Leviticus 5:1 (scrn 1) 
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The reason that I want us to read this verse in the Bible in basic English (also known as the 

BBE) is because I want us to understand what it says in basic English which is something that 

can be difficult in some of our English translated versions of the Bible. 

 

But the point that Iôm trying to make here is that there is such a thing as a Christian not doing 

something that he should have done that he can be judged for. If you know that it is right and 

just to speak up, and you do not speak up, you can indeed be judged as sinful in the eyes of 

Yahovah for sittingôs lawlessly and apathetically doing and saying nothing. 

 

Itôs not uncommon within even modern-day Christianity today to find people who are 

blatantly, willfully and intentionally transgressing the spoken word of Yahovah who donôt want 

to make waves, or draw attention to themselves when they see evil, so they say and do nothing 

when they know that injustice and lawlessness is happening in their presence. And I would 

submit to you that there are too many of Gods people in the world today who often times see 

someone being lawless, or committing an injustice right in front of them who will not get 

involved and will not speak up in the name of righteousness because they donôt want to get 

involved. And they will wrongfully and shamefully look the other way and say and do 

absolutely nothing because I donôt want to make waves.  

 

Here in our nation in the United States we have been given not only the right, but the duty to 

monitor and to oversee our nationôs leaders and to replace them when necessary. We have been 

given the God given right and duty to stand and to speak up when unrighteousness abounds in 

the land, and we have been given the power through the first amendment to speak freely and to 

peaceably assemble, and we have been given the power to petition our government for redress 

of grievances. And let me be perfectly clear hereé when we do not take action when knowing 
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full well that evil is abounding within the halls of our legislation and within the very 

foundations of our governments, and when we see the laws of both man and God being thrown 

to the ground and we do nothingé we are indeed guilty in his eyes of this ñsin of omissionò.  

 

When we willfully and intentionally allow good to be called evil and evil to be called good, 

when we willfully and intentionally allow lawlessness and iniquity to abound in our streets and 

in our communities we are indeed willfully and intentionally guilty of this ñsin of omissionò 

spoken of here in Leviticus chapter 5 verse one. We have indeed been put under oath as a 

witness of something that we have seen or have knowledge of that is in direct opposition to 

Yahôs spoken word. And therefore, we must stand and speak the truth and do what is right in the 

sight of our Father in heaven. 

 

How or when were we put under oath you might say? And my answer to that is when you 

went down in to that watery grave of baptism and committed to walk in the way that your 

Messiah would walk, and to do as he did. Our Messiah stood firmly against not only the Rabbis 

of his timeé but also the Roman government by proclaiming himself as King, and not just over 

the Jewsé but over all of creation. Our Messiah was clearly crucified by Pontius Pilate for 

claiming himself as king over Caesar. And this is exactly what the scribes and the Pharisees 

used to entice Pontius Pilate to crucify our Messiah in the first place. And let there be no 

mistake about it my friendsé our Messiah clearly proclaimed that he was given this authority 

by his Father in heaven. Matthew 28:18-20 (scrn 2) 

 

 
 

Our Messiah was not simply preaching against Judaism and religioné he was clearly 

preaching against the nations of the earth putting them on notice, and letting them know that he 

would indeed be the one to judge each and every one of them, and that he had indeed been 
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selected by his Father to be the Son of Davidé who would sit upon the throne of David over 

Israel. Psalms 2:6-12 (scrn 3) 

 

 
 

Hebrews 5:5-6 (scrn 4) 

 

 
 

Acts 13:32-33 (scrn 5) 
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The very word ñbegottenò that we see in the New Testament Scripture in the Greek language, 

is taken from the exact same word ñbegottenò that we find in the Hebrew language in the Old 

Testament. In fact, when the apostles spoke about our Messiah being begotten by Yahovah, they 

were quoting from the Old Testament. And so, if we want to properly understand what the word 

ñbegottenò truly means, we have to turn to the Old Testament. And the word ñbegottenò in the 

Old Testament comes from the Hebrew word ñyaw-ladò which means ñto bearò or ñto be 

deliveredò or to ñbegetò or ñto hatchò or ñto birthò. And this idea of our Messiah being begotten 

by Yahovah his Father in heaven is often times maliciously interpreted by those who ignorantly 

and shamefully proclaim our Messiah to be someone or something that he is not. And I will 

leave that for this next seventh day Sabbath study. But getting back to this ñsin of omissionò I 

want us to understand that there are different classifications of sin according to our Father in 

heaven. 

 

If we are indeed guilty of this sin of omissioné this sin of looking the other way, this sin of 

remaining silent when we should have spokené we do indeed need to repent of it, and turn, 

and come out of our slothful traditions and apathetic fleshly lifestyles and stand with the lion of 

Judah for the sake of righteousness, and the spoken word of our Father that we are committed 

too and bound too with chains of love. And let us be clearé love is not allowing wickedness to 

prevail across the land when we have been given not only the righté but the duty to stand 

against it. Proverbs 25:26 (scrn 3) 
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Still think itôs right to sit sinfully silent in the face of wickedness? We may want to think 

again.  

 

Moving forward the next thing that Iôd like to make light of are the unclean things that we 

see listed in Leviticus chapter 5 verse two. I want us to notice that we see the carcass of an 

unclean wild animal, or the carcass of an unclean livestock, or the carcass of an unclean 

swarming thing being listed as unclean. The concept between what is clean and what is not 

claim is extremely important for todayôs modern-day Christian to know and to understand. 

 

The majority of todayôs modern-day Christians are almost entirely ignorant and unstudied 

when it comes to the concept of what is clean and what is unclean according to our Father in 

heaven. And this is a shame for a modern-day Christian today in our time. And the very reason 

that todayôs modern-day Christian has no concept of what is clean and what is unclean in the 

eyes of their Father in heaven is because they have been wrongfully and shamefully 

preprogrammed to believe that the laws of Yahovah have all been done away with according to 

the apostle Paul who in reality taught the exact opposite. In fact, the apostle Paul asks that all-

important question himself and answers it all within the confines of the same verse. Romans 

3:31 (scrn 6) 
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Todayôs modern-day Christian wrongly believes that they can touch or even eat anything and 

still remain clean in the eyes of their Father in heaven. But according to our God breathed 

Scripture nothing could be farther from the truth. In fact, we are told in both the old and the new 

Testaments the importance of not touching any unclean thing. Listen closely to what the apostle 

Paul told assembly at Corinth in 2nd Corinthians 6:14-18 E2 

 

2Co 6:14  Do not be unequally yoked with unbelievers. For what partnership has 
righteousness with lawlessness? Or what fellowship has light with darkness?  

2Co 6:15  What accord has Christ with Belial?  Or what portion does a believer share 
with an unbeliever?  

2Co 6:16  What agreement has the temple of God with idols? For we are the temple of 
the living God; as God said, ñI will make my dwelling  among them and walk among 
them, and I will be their God, and they shall be my people.  

2Co 6:17  Therefore go out from their midst, and be separate from them, says the Lord, 
and touch no unclean thing;  then I will welcome you,   

2Co 6:18  and I will be a father to you, and you shall be sons and daughters to me, says 
the Lord Almighty.ò  
 
Clearly here in second Corinthians chapter 6 verse 17 the apostle Paul commands the 

assembly at Corinth to do two very important things. Number one, he tells the assembly at 

Corinth to come out of the midst of the unbelievers because they have nothing in common with 

them. And the second very important thing that he tells the assembly at Corinth is to touch no 

unclean thing. Get that my friends, the apostle Paul tells the assembly at Corinth to touch no 

unclean thing, and thené get that my friendsé THENé Yahovah will be a Father to you and 

you shall be sons and daughters to him says the Lord Almighty. 
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Is it important for todayôs modern-day Christian to know and to understand what is clean and 

what is not clean today in our time? Is it important to our Father in heaven that we know and 

understand what is clean and what is unclean in his eyes today in our time? You bet it is, and for 

those of our brothers and sisters who do not know what is clean and what is uncleané I highly 

suggest and urge you and encourage you to learn what is clean and what is unclean in the eyes 

of our Father in heaven by continuing to study the spoken word of Yahovah that you have in 

your very hands instead of listening to some wolf in sheepôs clothing standing behind a 

denominational pulpit on the wrong day of the week claiming it to be the Sabbath while 

preprogramming you and your children not to read the first half of the book so that he can insert 

his denominational doctrines and dogmas into the back half of the book. 

 

My friends look around you. Do you not know the days in which you live? Listen closely to 

what our Messiah told the Pharisees and the Sadducees who came to test him and to ask him for 

a sign. Matthew 16:1-4 (scrn 7) 

 

 
 

How is it that today in our time we know how to interpret the appearance of the sky but we 

cannot interpret the signs of the times? How is it that we do not know that we are indeed closer 

now to the end of the age than when we first believed? 

 

Itôs important to know what our God breathed Scripture says and to read it for ourselves so 

that we can know what is clean and what is unclean according to our Father in heaven because 

according to the apostle Paulé if we continue to touch the unclean thing, we will not be the 

children of God. According to the apostle Paul it is a prerequisite that we touch no unclean thing 

so that we can be called the children of God. And that my friends is not something that some 


